Biochemical characterization of chicken secretory component.
Human dimeric IgA was injected i.v. into chickens whose bile was then collected. The human IgA which had been transported across the hepatocytes of the chicken was subsequently purified from the bile and shown to be associated with a protein of 80 kDa and pI 4.6, which reacted with rabbit antisera to chicken bile proteins but not with an antiserum to human alpha chain. The chicken bile protein thus has functional and biochemical properties similar to those of mammalian secretory component.